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PUSH contmues

St ‘Mel can survive...

the decmon "bhunt nc-.
) ’m "

Providenc&St Mel's High
School, stripped of financial
support from the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of
Chicago, will survive to
provide guality education to .,
youngsters in the pit of the
West side ghefto, it — K-
full-page advertisement In

the Wall Street Journal Is.

succesaful at reaching the
pockets of some of the ma-
tion’s financisl wizards; —
A horse named Helen's mu-

sic can ouidistance the:
nags at Sportsman’s Park

Race Track and provide the
school ‘with & cut of her

~ Bingo games are mon-

: ey makers, as well as

promotional ‘marathon cost-

* ing $10 per runner, a “Ehop

and *Share’ campaign by
two large supermarkets

. and a benefit dinner dance :
- educate pon-catholic ghetto

thrown by the school; -

.~ — The students. and fac-:
ulty can survive the grind
.of trying to prevent the col-*

lapse of ,the 50-year-old
granite landmark, which
sends. about 95 percent of
its graduates to some of the

. hation's most prestlgious

universities. -
“I don’t know -how the
staff is going to make fit.

We've been working seven’

days and seven nights a

‘week,” said Principal Paul

Adams, whose no-nonsense
discipline is stamped indell-

bly on his 340 students.

“Sometimes I'd like to col-
lapse and mke about two
weeks sleep.”

But Adams, who doubles~

as janitor, groundskeeper
and counselor, and his un-
derpald stafl have hardly
rested since the nation’s

largest Archdiocese an-
nounced it would withdraw
its $150,000 subsidy.

The announcement left
the school, the last bastion
of private, and some say —
"quality — education in the
heart of the black ghetto, to
dend itself or die.

' For the Archdiocese, it
was a matter of changing
times and the bottom line’

The West side changed -

from white to black more
than a decade ago, few
black families are Catholic,
and faced with a financial
drain, Providence-St. Mel’s

+ lifeline was severed.

*The decision 18 irrevoca--
-ble as far as we're con-
cerned,” sald Msgr. Fran-
cis Brackin, the Vicar Gen-
eral who controls the’
t Archdiocese purse strings.
“We have an obligation (to

youngsters) as far as our

funds will allow.”
Nonsense, said Adams,

37, a black man who terms

Chicego Peferier sap-73

*“They told us when they
wanted to close us four
years ago that we were not
raising enough money. So

. we increased our own fund

raising from $10,000 to
$100,000.” he sald. “The Ar-
chdiocese has really let us
down. It’s like spitting ln
your face. .

“I think we are going to .
be open one way or the oth- [

er. ‘We've raised about
$40,000 in the last month,
But it's a long way from
the $250,000 we need for
structural repairs and oper-
ating budget,” he said.

. “Most of it has come nickel

and dime.”

Supporters hope_ the big
money will come from-.s
wall street journal adver-
tisement scheduled to ap-
pear next Thursday.

Designed by Tom Dem-
int, senior vice president
for J. Walter Thompson Ad-
vertising Agency, it will

feature a picture of t.be sty

dents topped by the head-
line, ‘340 kids are absut to
learn hard work isn’t vort.b
‘a4 damn.”

The texi will tell the sto-

- Ty of the inoer-city school

where there are no gangs,

drugs, pimps er utmu
and where all

e




